FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Images available for download here >>

Press Contacts:
Louise Yingduo Liu | The Silverman Group, Inc.
312.961.9290 | louise@silvermangroupchicago.com

Rogers Park organizations and community members honored at

Best of Rogers Park
for contributions protecting the community during ICE raids,

infrastructure improvement, and business growth
Thursday, June 25, 2026

CHICAGO (June 11, 2026) — The nonprofit Rogers Park Business Alliance is thrilled to announce that the
annual BEST OF ROGERS PARK Celebration & Awards Presentation will return on Thursday, June 25,
2026, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at The Rhapsody Theater, 1328 W. Morse Ave. Members of the Rogers Park
community will be celebrated for their exemplary contributions to strengthening businesses and
building community, including protecting the Rogers Park community during ICE raids, improving
infrastructure, and fostering business growth. The event will feature hors d'oeuvres from Ezankaya and
cocktails served by The Rhapsody Theater.

General admission is $30 in advance and $50 at the door. Two complimentary tickets for Best of Rogers
Park will be available for RPBA paying members, for whom RSVP is required. Tickets can be reserved at

rpba.org.

2026 Best of Rogers Park Awards go to the following businesses and individuals:

Business Leadership — Colectivo Clark

The Business Leadership Award is awarded in recognition of a business that provides hands-on
leadership on a community project, improves the quality of life in Rogers Park, or expands its business
and/or creates additional employment opportunities, especially with an emphasis on local hiring.

Colectivo Clark, a collective of local Latine business owners within the State-Designated Cultural District
Camino Clark, will receive the Business Leadership Award as it has grown its camaraderie and
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community impact significantly within the last year. Meeting every Wednesday, the Colectivo has
proven the effectiveness of collaborative leadership and trust building. Its dedication to learning and
growing together has strengthened its voice and impact in the small business community decision-
making. In 2025, it led the Dia del Nifio cultural event, creating time and space for the children of the
community to play and create, and started a Tanda Empresarial, or business lending circle.

Community Partner - Protect RP
The Community Partner Award is awarded in recognition of an organization, business or individual who
goes above and beyond the ordinary to build collaborative activities and projects in the community.

Protect RP will receive the Community Partner Award for its time and effort in protecting the immigrant
and the Rogers Park community during ICE raids. The “Midway Blitz” ICE invasion last fall greatly
impacted Rogers Park businesses and neighbors. Protect RP met the moment and became a beacon of
hope, bringing neighbors together by organizing widely attended trainings (Know Your Rights, Migra
Watch, etc.), establishing a network of rapid response community patrol signal groups, and organizing
much-needed mutual aid efforts in the Rogers Park community.

Friend of Rogers Park — State Representative Kelly Cassidy
The Friend of Rogers Park Award is awarded to an organization, business or individual(s) of prominence
who has made a significant contribution to improving the quality of life in Rogers Park.

Kelly Cassidy will receive the Friend of Rogers Park Award for her work procuring funding for the 14th
District Small Business Security, Infrastructure, and Door Control Entry Grant to support Rogers Park and
other businesses in the district.

Entrepreneur of the Year — Alfonso Avila, Owner of Akay Tacos
Awarded in recognition of a transformational entrepreneur who has demonstrated exceptional
ingenuity, courage, and entrepreneurial spirit in launching, building, and growing their venture.

Alfonso Avila will receive the Entrepreneur of the Year Award for being a quintessential small business
owner, dedicated to his work and even more so to his clients. He was a vital voice for local business
owners during the ICE raids, staying vigilant and updating the community. Avila has been a dedicated
entrepreneur who has built his business on strong values and approaches every learning opportunity
with gratitude, and his customer service skills are admirable. In just two years, he has successfully
established his brand and is entering an exciting phase of growth, looking forward to opening his second
business.

Volunteer of the Year — Nancye Rivera

The Volunteer of the Year Award is presented to an individual or organization that has made a significant
contribution to the Rogers Park community by committing a substantial number of volunteer hours over
the last year.

Nancye Rivera will receive the Volunteer of the Year Award for her work as a small business consultant
through RPBA’s Business Accessibility Toolkit program, helping create and maintain business
bookkeeping, and as an instructor, helping entrepreneurs realize their dreams. She is collaborative and
considerate in her work with the community.

Capital Improvement - Seven Star Events
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The Capital Investment Award is given in recognition of an organization, business, or individual whose
projects include improvements in signage, lighting, and amenities such as awnings, masonry cleaning,
tuck-pointing, and window and door replacement. The level of investment shows commitment to the
neighborhood.

Seven Star Events will receive the Capital Investment Award for the renovations conducted on its
luxurious event venue. The venue can accommodate a variety of occasions from intimate soirées to
grand celebrations, with a capacity of up to 500 seated and 1000 cocktail-style in the 11,000 square feet
space. Additional features include a private suite/green room, luxury lounge furniture, a custom bar,
and a Lower-Level Social Club exuding a classic speakeasy vibe.

President's Award — ChiTown Magpie
Special award presented at the discretion of the board president of Rogers Park Business Alliance to an
individual or organization that has made a significant contribution to Rogers Park Business Alliance.

ChiTown Magpie will receive the President’s Award for being a continuous supporter of local artists and
a favorite hidden gem of Rogers Park. ChiTown Magpie is a boutique store offering a charming selection
of unique gifts and products made by local vendors and artisans.

About Rogers Park Business Alliance

Rogers Park Business Alliance is a nonprofit organization that has served Chicago’s diverse Rogers Park
neighborhood for over 30 years, providing services in both English and Spanish to a broad community.
RPBA works to cultivate and sustain a thriving economic environment in Rogers Park, serving businesses
and residents with a variety of public events and business initiatives. RPBA programs include the
GROW/PROGRESANDO entrepreneurial training program, the Illinois Small Business Development
Center at RPBA, annual Best of Rogers Park awards, Taco Crawl, Chalk Howard Street, and the Glenwood
Sunday Market farmers market. For more information, visit RPBA.org.
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